FEB,

6. 2008 1:00PM NC. 291 P

Increment Finance Authority
Testimony of
Dr. Jennifer Read Mr. Charles Pistis
Assistant Director & Research Coordinator Extension Program Leader
Michigan Sea2 Grant Michigan Sea Grant

February 7, 2008

sta:e’ssur&ceareadrainstoﬂ:e(keathkes,thmforeinland wawtqnalityhas.asigniﬁcammdimmediate
impact on Great Lakes watar quality. Qur testimony focuses op Section 3 (g) and associated subsections
that ontline the specific water quality problems this legislation is intended 1o address.

Michigan Sea Grant's Inferest in Water Quality

coastal commnnities and businesses, which are reliant upon clean water and healthy fish
and wildlife populations.”
* Michigan Sea Grant College Pragram, Strategic Plan, 2005-2010.

Specific comments on Section 3 (¢) and associated subsections follow below.

(i} The elimination of the causes and the prolferation of aqualtic nuisance species
(i) The elimination of the Causes and the proliferation of aquatic nuisance
species. as defined in section 3101 of the natural resources and
environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.3101. For purposes of
this act, water fesources improvement does not include chemical
freatment of waters for aquatic nuisance control.
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with increased algal blooms — number, size and duration. When those algae die, they sink to the bottom of
the lake and are decomposed by bacteria that use oxygen. Fish kills can result especially when the lake is
covered with ice. Where zebra mnssels are present, there is an increased incideuce of the blue-green slgae
Mycrocystis, which produce the toxin microcystin that has been associated with animal deaths and is
believed to cause liver damage in hnmans.' Additionally, leaking septic tanks are increasingly associated
with the presence of human waste, such as buman coliforms, in both ground and surface water.” To the
extent that this legislation provides an efficient, cost-effective mechanism for inland lake communities to
address these challenges through funding of sewerage systems, this legislation is important.

(1) Storm water systems.

Similar to comments related to failing onsite sewage disposal systems above, storm water increases as the
amount of impervious surface (built infrastructure including buildings, parking lots, roads) increases in a
watershed. Starmwater is remarkably efficieat at picking up a variety of elements that negatively impact
water quality including, but not limited t, sediment, nutrienss, chesmicals (e.g., pesticides, herbicides), oils
2nd other material on the ground. Effective measures that can be taken to address stormwater ~ both
quantity and quality - that reaches inland lakes and eventually the Great Lakes will have an important

impact on overall water quality. '
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